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intervention efforts, and take advan-
tage of new federal resources made 
available in recent months. 

I want to commend the Department 
of Justice, Attorney General Reno, and 
her partners in this effort—the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 
and the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), as well as New Mexico’s 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, which has worked closely 
with the federal team. 

Their comprehensive effort will en-
sure that we don’t simply throw money 
at this problem and hope that it goes 
away. I believe that the strategy they 
produce will have a lasting, positive 
impact on the substance abuse problem 
in Rio Arriba County. 

The strategy will include new federal 
resources for prevention, treatment 
and law enforcement, and I want to 
outline federal efforts to date to com-
bat this problem. 

In addition to bringing in the Depart-
ment of Justice team to coordinate 
federal resources, in April, I convinced 
the Senate to include $750,000 in the 
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions bill to allow Rio Arriba, Santa Fe 
and San Juan counties to participate 
in the New Mexico High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA). 

Expanding the New Mexico HIDTA 
will allow state and local law enforce-
ment officials to enhance their efforts 
to rid northern New Mexico of drug 
traffickers, many of whom are Mexican 
nationals who bring the heroin to New 
Mexico through the crime corridor be-
tween the southwest border and Rio 
Arriba County. 

Because a crime corridor exists in 
New Mexico, with the help of Senator 
GREGG, the Committee also included $5 
million in this year’s Commerce, State, 
Justice appropriations bill for a pilot 
project through the United States At-
torney’s office in New Mexico. 

Much of the heroin brought into 
northern New Mexico comes up Inter-
state 10 from Mexico between Las 
Cruces and Albuquerque. This pilot 
project will allow the U.S. Attorney to 
undertake federal prosecutions of ille-
gal immigration and drug trafficking 
along that corridor. It is patterned 
after a similar successful initiative, 
called Project Exile, which signifi-
cantly reduced illegal gun smuggling 
and violent crime in the corridor be-
tween Camden, New Jersey and Phila-
delphia. 

Solving this problem will take more 
than just increased law enforcement. It 
also is critically important that we 
give children healthy and safe alter-
natives to drugs and crime. 

With Chairman GREGG’s help, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee has 
provided $750,000 for an after-school 
program in Rio Arriba, and increased 
funding for the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs 
nationwide. Northern New Mexico has 

long faced a true shortage of worth-
while crime and drug abuse prevention 
programs, particularly for children. 

We need to provide kids with con-
structive outlets for their time and en-
ergy, so they do not become the next 
generation of addicts. I think that our 
efforts here recently are going to 
change that for the better. 

Finally, let me talk a little bit about 
treatment, because that is the most 
difficult problem the county faces. Cur-
rently, there are 66 treatment beds in 
Rio Arriba County. Yet, all but six of 
them are reserved for alcoholics. There 
is no in-patient treatment for heroin 
addicted kids and no detox facility in 
Rio Arriba. So the county has a long 
way to go in dealing with the special 
health care needs of heroin addicts. 

To assist with the efforts, I have re-
quested $2 million from the budget of 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services to help expand drug treatment 
and prevention services in the county. 
Also, the state of New Mexico has pro-
vided $500,000 for increased drug treat-
ment in the area. 

Successful treatment programs re-
quire more than a one-time infusion of 
federal or state funds. Communities, 
state and local governments and treat-
ment providers must work together to 
keep them viable and operational once 
facilities are established. Federal dol-
lars can help, but the bulk of the effort 
must come at the state and local level. 

A big part of what the technical as-
sistance team I have sent to Rio Arriba 
County is doing is figuring out how to 
coordinate federal, state and local 
treatment resources, and how to make 
these treatment options available for 
many years to come. This is a critical 
component in the strategy we have 
begun to develop. 

As I see it, the federal response to 
the drug problem in Rio Arriba County 
has been swift and comprehensive. We 
have done much more in a short 
amount of time than simply throw 
money at the problem. We have begun 
to build upon the three main compo-
nents of any successful anti-drug strat-
egy: law enforcement, treatment and 
prevention, and the Department of Jus-
tice and other federal agencies have 
begun the process of working with the 
local community to improve in all 
three areas in Rio Arriba County. 

It is my hope that in a few years, 
after our efforts and ideas have been 
implemented, we will look to northern 
New Mexico as an example of how 
small rural communities can overcome 
big drug problems. We have a long way 
to go, but I look forward to continuing 
my efforts to defeat the heroin problem 
in Rio Arriba County and help this 
proud community get it back on its 
feet. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

TAIWAN’S HUMANITARIAN AID TO 
KOSOVO 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the important 
contribution Taiwan has made to the 
international effort to provide humani-
tarian assistance to the refugees of 
Kosovo. Taiwan recently announced 
that it will grant $300 million in an aid 
package to the Kosovars. The aid pack-
age will include emergency support for 
food, shelters, medical care, and edu-
cation for Kosovar refugees who were 
driven from their homes and forced to 
live in exile. In addition, I am pleased 
that Taiwan has offered short-term ac-
commodations for Kosovar refugees in 
Taiwan along with technical training 
in Taiwan to help the refugees be bet-
ter equipped for the restoration of 
their homeland upon their return. 

Slobadan Milosevic initiated a brutal 
and calculated effort to rid Kosovo of 
ethnic Albanians and fracture Europe. 
The United States and its NATO allies 
moved quickly and decisively to stop 
the massacres of innocent women and 
children inside Kosovo, and the inter-
national community joined the effort 
to provide relief to the hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who fled homes 
burned by Yugoslav police. 

Over two months of NATO bombings 
resulted in the withdrawal of all Yugo-
slav military and police from Kosovo 
and Milosevic’s acceptance of a NATO- 
led peacekeeping force to secure 
Kosovo for the refugees return. The re-
building and recovery efforts that are 
now beginning in Kosovo will take 
many years and many resources. Tai-
wan has contributed significant finan-
cial and technical resources to this ef-
fort. However, more importantly, Tai-
wan’s generous actions should give 
comfort to the people of Kosovo that 
the world’s leaders will help them 
through this difficult time. 

f 

CHALLENGE OF THE BALKANS 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, as we 

have learned repeatedly over the last 
three months, few things seem to go as 
planned in the Balkans. In fact, I think 
the warning ‘‘expect the unexpected’’ is 
quickly becoming the first rule of 
statecraft in the post-cold-war world. 

The provocative and disturbing occu-
pation of the airport in Pristina by 200 
Russian paratroopers has surely com-
plicated our peacekeeping mission in 
Kosovo. Even more importantly, it ex-
emplifies the huge challenge con-
fronting us as we seek to build a rela-
tionship with a former superpower ad-
versary that works to out mutual ben-
efit and that of the world’s. 

I do not know if this action is evi-
dence of a growing breach between 
Russia’s political and military leader-
ship or if Russia’s political leaders 
sanctioned it. I don’t pretend to be a 
scholar of Russian politics. I do know, 
however, that Russia’s continued re-
fusal to accept NATO’s command over 
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